
What is the GAP&GHPWhat is the GAP&GHP
Audit Verification Program?Audit Verification Program?

AuditAudit--based, voluntary programbased, voluntary program
Verifies participantVerifies participant’’s effort to minimize s effort to minimize 
microbial hazards in fresh fruits & vegetables microbial hazards in fresh fruits & vegetables 
based on based on FDA Guidance Document

Additional FDA Guidance Documents
Fresh Cut Fruits & Vegetables
Lettuce & Leafy Greens
Melons
Fresh Tomatoes



GAP&GHP ProgramGAP&GHP Program

Program based on scientific principlesProgram based on scientific principles
AMS works closely with:AMS works closely with:

Other USDA Programs: Other USDA Programs: 
Agricultural Research Service; Agricultural Research Service; 

Academia Academia –– National GAPs ProgramNational GAPs Program
Association of Fruit and Vegetable Inspection and Association of Fruit and Vegetable Inspection and 

Standardization Agencies  (AFVISA)Standardization Agencies  (AFVISA)
Association of Food & Drug Officials (AFDO)Association of Food & Drug Officials (AFDO)
Industry GroupsIndustry Groups



GAP&GHP ProgramGAP&GHP Program

Good Good AgriculturalAgricultural PracticesPractices
Farm LevelFarm Level

Good Good HandlingHandling PracticesPractices
Fresh Produce, Fresh Pack, Repacking, and Fresh Produce, Fresh Pack, Repacking, and 
Receiving LevelReceiving Level

Good Good ManufacturingManufacturing PracticesPractices
Manufacturing Level Manufacturing Level –– link to AMSlink to AMS’’
Processed Fruit and Vegetable grading Processed Fruit and Vegetable grading 
serviceservice



Specific Questions Specific Questions 
Applied, as appropriate to individual Applied, as appropriate to individual 
operationsoperations

WaterWater
Manure & Municipal BiosolidsManure & Municipal Biosolids
Worker Health and HygieneWorker Health and Hygiene
Sanitary FacilitiesSanitary Facilities
Field SanitationField Sanitation
Packing Facility SanitationPacking Facility Sanitation
Storage and TransportationStorage and Transportation
Wholesale Distribution Center/Terminal WarehouseWholesale Distribution Center/Terminal Warehouse
TracebackTraceback



GAP&GHP ProgramGAP&GHP Program

257 GAP&GHP auditors are USDA 257 GAP&GHP auditors are USDA 
licensed fruit & vegetable inspectors.    licensed fruit & vegetable inspectors.    
Auditor TrainingAuditor Training

Ensure integrity and nationwide uniformityEnsure integrity and nationwide uniformity
USDA GAP&GHP Website USDA GAP&GHP Website 

Audit results posted on USDA websiteAudit results posted on USDA website
Over 260 facilities representing 32 states Over 260 facilities representing 32 states 
and Puerto Rico and Puerto Rico 



GAP&GHP ProgramGAP&GHP Program

Audit Frequency Audit Frequency 
once/yearonce/year

Proposed modification based on industryProposed modification based on industry
feedback:feedback:

Initial auditInitial audit
FollowFollow--up ongoing verification audits throughout yearup ongoing verification audits throughout year


